
Thank You to Our Worship Contributors :  
 

Guestbook Greeter: Florence Wolfe     
Stone Ministry Graphics: Larry Elwood    

Audio Visual Systems: Andrew Wolfe & Larry Elwood   
Worship Space Setup & Ushers: Archie Aitcheson, Virginia Jacobsen, 

Anne Crutchfield, Elsie Idle, the Wolfe family, Bob & Carol Wyatt  
 

There are many opportunities for each of us to be a part of worship experience at 
United Church of the Valley!  Sign your name on the board  at the entrance. 

 

Helpers are needed to put away worship materials following our coffee fellowship. 
 
 
 

UCV CHURCH COUNCIL 
Larry Elwood (Moderator), Mark Kane (Vice Moderator), Sherry Turner (Treasurer), 

Debbie Hudson (Clerk), Archie Aitcheson, Jamie Barnett, Anne Crutchfield,  
Beth Elwood, Kathy Linsley, Corina Wolfe, Dennis Wolfe 

 

Pastoral Relations:  Archie Aitcheson, Bill Nagle, Kerry Keester-Wellman 
 
 

Pastor: Joe Zarro          Director of Music Ministries – Lynne Bradley        
Administrative Secretary - Beth Elwood              Accompanist– Susan Miyamoto  

 
 

 

BIBLE LEC TIONARY TEXTS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:  
 

Nehemiah 8: 1 -3, 5-6, 8-10       Psalm 19        1 Corinthians 12: 12 -31a       Luke 4: 14 -21 
 
 

 
 

  

Congregational Meeting 
Next Sunday, January 24 (following worship) 
Congregation will vote on Church Council officers  

and our 2010 Mission Spending Plan  
(Annual Report copies on back table) 

 
 

 

United Church of the Valley 
We believe that we are called to continue the work of Jesus in this world 

through teaching and preaching the love of God, seeking ways to love and 
understand all people and establishing the ways of peace, hope, healing 

and justice.   Our faith is progressive in accomplishing these tasks in 
cooperation with any and all who seek the same goals for this world. 

 

We, the congregation of United Church of the Valley, Murrieta, declare 
ourselves to be Open and Affirming. As such, we strive to be a 

congregation that welcomes all persons, regardless of age; mental and 
physical health and ability; racial, ethnic, and cultural identity or 

background; economic, educational, and social status;  
sexual orientation, gender identity and its expression;  

marital status and family structure; or faith background.  
We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, 

worship, sacraments, stewardship, responsibilities, blessings and joys of 
our congregation’s life in Christ 

 
 

UNITED CHURCH OF THE VALLEYÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ951 -698-1520 
www.unitedchurchofthevalley.org 

Welcome to: 

United Church of the Valley 
 

A United Church of Christ and Disciples of Christ Congregation 
 

An Open & Affirming congregation…called to continue the work of Jesus Christ…, seeking ways to love 
and understand all people…establishing the ways of peace, hope, healing and justice… 

 
 

Living in mystery on a journey of faith  
 

January 17, 2010          Second Sunday after Epiphany 10 a.m. 
 

Please enter your prayer requests in our Prayer Book in the back of the sanctuary.  
Requests will be lifted during the service. 

Hymnals are available for those who wish to use them.  Ask an usher. 
* Indicates to please stand as you are able 

 

Announcements    Larry Elwood , Moderator 
 

Our House                          
 
Prelude    Susan Miyamoto 
 

Bell Toll          (summoning awareness of the Spirit of God in our presence) 
 
Introit (seated)   Open Our Hearts        Jim Strathdee, 1997 

Open our hearts, open our minds.  
Open our lives to you, O loving God. Open our hearts. (repeat) 

 
Welcome and Good News  Pastor Joe Zarro 
 

*Opening Hymn    Called as Partners Huber/BEECHER   Pg 495 

Called as partners in ChristÕs service, called to ministries of grace,  
We respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.  
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend,  

Equal partners in our caring to fulfill GodÕs chosen end.  
 

 2) ChristÕs example, ChristÕs inspiring,  
ChristÕs clear call to work and worth,  

Let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth.  
Men and women, richer, poorer, all GodÕs people, young and old,  
Blending human skills together graciou s gifts from God unfold.  

 

4) So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life  
That surround each personÕs sorrow with a calm that conquers strife.  

Make us partners in our living, our compassion to increase,  
Messengers of faith, thus giving hope and co nfidence and peace.  

 

Unison Prayer:  Archie Aitcheson, Stephen Minister 
 

God of mystery and God of love, we do not always understand 
tragedy, why people are born into hardship or why the earth 
quakes, but we do understand how you would have us to respond. 
We understand that we are to have compassion for those in need, to 



share what we can, to stand in solidarity and offer our hands in 
service. We ask that you empower us to meet these great tasks, and 
that we may be instruments of your will and the body of y our son 
here on earth. AMEN.  

Prayer Response (sung by all) The Lord is My Light  -Taizé 
 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation:  
In God I trust, in God I trust.  

 

Anthem We Are All One in Mission  
UCV Choir, Lynne Bradley directing 

 

Sharing of GodÕs Peace   
ChildrenÕs Conversation Jamie Barnett 

During the next song, children are invited to go to Sunday School 
 with Dennis & Allison Wolfe and our youth helpers 

 

 

*Hymn Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant          Pg 539 

WonÕt you let me be your servant, le t me be as Christ to you?  
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.  

 

2) We are pilgrims on a journey, we are travelers on the road;  
We are here to help each other go the mile and bear the load.  

 

3) I will hold the Christ -light for you i n the shadow of your fear;  
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.  

 

4) I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh, IÕll laugh with you.  
I will share your joy and sorrow till weÕve seen this journey through.  

  (repeat first verse)  
 

Scripture Reading         Romans 12:2  
  

Sermon                     The Thorns of Conformity Joe Zarro 
 

Pastoral Prayer & The Prayer of Our Savior  
(We pray in unison and yet individually to the God that gives us comfort. Please feel 
free to pray any form of the Lord's Prayer which connects you to your Creator) 
 

Our Beloved, who is in heaven, hallowed be  Your name. Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done on earth as it is in  heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgiv e our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver  us from evil; for Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory  forever. Amen.  

 

 Prayer Response (sung by all):   
I cast all my cares upon you. I lay all of my burdens, down at your feet.  

And a nytime, that I donÕt know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon you.  
 

Our Gifts and Offerings   

  Offertory  In Haiti, There is Anguish  
Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2010, written for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

  Tune: St. Christopher, by Frederick Charles Maker, 1881 

In Haiti, there is anguish that seems too much to bear;  
A land so used to sorrow now knows even more despair.  
From city streets, the cries of grief rise up to hills above;  

In all the sorrow, pain and death, where are you, God of love?  
 

2) A woman sifts through rubble, a man has lost his home,  
A hungry, orphaned toddler sobs, for she is now alone.  

Where are you, Lord, when thousands die Ñ the rich, the poorest poor?  
Were you the very first to cry for all that is no more?  

 

3) O God, y ou love your children; you hear each lifted prayer!  
May all who suffer in that land know you are present there.  
In moments of compassion shown, in simple acts of grace,  

May those in pain find healing balm, and know your love's embrace.  
 

4) Where are you in  the anguish? Lord, may we hear anew  
That anywhere your world cries out, you're there -- and suffering, too.  

And may we see, in others' pain, the cross we're called to bear;  
Send out your church in Jesus' name to pray, to serve, to share.  

   

  *Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow . Praise God all creatures here below.  

Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen.  
 

*Prayer of Dedication    
 

*Carry the Light/Closing Hymn     
  This Little Light of Mine Pg 524 
 

This little light of mine, IÕm gonna let it shine (3 times) 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  

 

2) This....joy I have, the world didnÕt give to me (3 times) 
No the world didnÕt give it, the world canÕt take it away.  

 

3) Hide it under a bushel? No! IÕm gonna let it shine (3 times) 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.   

 

*Invitation   
*Benediction   
 

*Alleluia (Please form a circle and sing ALLELUIA) 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
* Please stand as you are able. 

 

All music is reprinted with permission, covered by LICENSING #L10250 
Hymn numbers are from the New Century Hymnal, © 1995 The Pilgrim Press 

Permission is granted for this one-time use 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
*** For those who wish to receive it, Communion will be served by  

Rev. Bill Nagle in the first room on the left, down the hallway to the left.  *** 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Everyone is invited to join us in our Fellowship Time for coffee and 
refreshments, hosted by Kathryn & Jamie Barnett  today.  



THIS WEEKÕS OPPORTUNITIESÉ Mark Your Calendar!  
Unless noted, events take place at our activity center: The Community House, 

 24973 Washington Ave in Historic Downtown Murrieta (across from the Post Office) 
 

TODAY : 10:00 am Worship & Sunday School (Shivela) 
 11:30 am Lunch Bunch Ð ApplebeeÕs (24872 Madison, Murrieta) 
 4-6 pm Middle School Youth Group 
 5-7 pm High School Youth Group 
 7:30 pm Sunday Evening AA 
MON-FRI  7:00 am Morning AA 
MONDAY         Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 7:00 pm English Learners Class 
TUESDAY 9:30 am Lectionary Bible Study  
 4:30 pm Music Makers 
  6-8:00 pm Pizza Night at Stadium Pizza (Clinton Keith)  
      with Denise Haines, Chacraseca Mission  
TUES-WED 3:30-4:30 pm Homework Club 
WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm AA Men  
THURSDAY 4:00 pm All GodÕs Children Choir 
 7:00 pm UCV Choir  
FRIDAY                  3:30 pm Peace Vigil 
SATURDAY 8:00 am AA STEP Program 
NEXT SUNDAY  10:00 am  Worship Service & Sunday School (at Shivela) 
   (January 24) 11:15 am Congregational Annual Meeting 
 12 pm Lunch Bunch (after Congregational meeting) 
 3:00 pm (est) Junior Youth - Movie & Pizza 
 5-7 pm Middle & High School Youth Group 
 7:30 pm Sunday Evening AA 
 
 

Newsletter articles are due today to Michael Turner  
(newsletter@unitedchurchofthevalley.org) 

 
MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 

 

Thanks to all who brought offerings for the Food Pantry this morning 
You are challenged to give $1 each week (a wooden box is on the back table for your gifts).  

Due to increased needs, donations of non-perishable food are also welcome EVERY Sunday.  
 

PLEASE KEEP IN PRAYER: 
Norman Alexander, Lowana Benedict, Sue Chiofalo and Family, John Cotton,  

Teri Crutchfield, Mary Debus, Bryan & Valerie Elwood, David & Connie French and 
family, Russell Greer, Myrtle Johnson, Pat Joseph, Ari Keester, Kevin Mather, Tom 

Milstead, Rita Park, Erin Park, Frank Read, Steve Roper, Dennis Stapleton and family, 
Bonnie Thomas, Michael Trevor, Fran Wetzler, Jan Winget, Valerie Woodall, the 

community of Chacraseca, and our church 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
SERMON ON THE AMOUNT É   LAST WEEKÕS NUMBERS  

Attendance: 98     Pledges/Loose Operating* $2341         Ralph’s Cards* $39.67       
Fellowship Luncheon/Gift: $40          Food Pantry: $14       Water: $4 

 

Amount needed for operating each week: $3202         Avg. amt. needed each month: $13,877 
* Total received for operating last week: $2380.87      Received month to date: $5978.47 

 

Thank you for your gifts to support the ministries of United Church of the Valley!  

Your Global Ministries Update: January 14, 2010 
Disciples and UCC… together in God’s global mission – 

Visit us at: http://www.globalministries.org/  
 

Haiti Earthquake Update: (excerpts) 
 

Global Ministries received news this morning that ... the president of 
CONASPEH and his family are safe. …(CONESPEH is) a grassroots movement 
of 6,000 congregations and our largest Disciples and UCC partner in Haiti 
for almost three decadesÉThe leaders of our two denominational partners 
in Haiti are alive. We a re grateful to God for this, but deeply saddened by 
the loss of so many. 
 

The blog posting from Kim Bentrott, GM missionary in Haiti with her 
husband Patrick and son Solomon provides the latest details:  
 

Dear Friends and Family, 

 

 … just want to let you all know that Patrick, Solomon and I are 
safe. We had just gotten home when the earthquake hit, our apartment 
building went from 3 stories to 2 in one sickening crunch, but our space 
stayed miraculously intact and the people on the first floor got out in the 
nick of time.  
 CONASPEH building has been flattened. All my nursing students 
were inside. Yesterday we helped pull bodies out of the wreckage and 
heard some voices within the rubble. Efforts continued frantically all day 
to reach them.  
 Communications are horrible. The phone network is either 
jammed or down completely… Please pray for Haiti. In a minute's time, 
buildings crumbled and life was lost. So much life. And even with that 
said, I think the hardest times are still coming as people try to figure out 
how to put their lives together again. 

 

                      Much love. Thank you for your thoughts and prayers. 
                      Kim, Patrick and Solomon 
 

At this time the most urgent need is for funds for emergency 
relief. Global Ministries has wired funds from the Disciples Week of 
Compassion (WoC) and the UCC One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to 
CONASPEH and House of Hope, our denominational partners in Haiti. 
Thank you for your generous contributions.  
 

As we walk in solidarity with CONASPEHÉduring this difficult time, 
let us re -affirm our commitment to pray for them and their leaders . Let us 
do all that we can to help Òmeet GodÕs people and creation at the point of 
deepest needÓ with our gifts and service. Let us also remember that as 
Disciples and UCC, our Critical Presence with our partners in Haiti will be 
required over the long haul as we help re -build the infra -structure that is 
so essential to the life -giving ministries of our partners.  

 

Donations can be made by cash or check through your designated gift to 
United Church of the Valley.  If you wish to contribute electronically, 

contact Beth (beth@unitedchurchofthevalley.org) for more information. 


